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Double in a Decade —
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LAY OF THE LAND

Farming Hits the Wall, but Not the Ceiling

Humankind now farms 38 percent of the earth's ice-free land. Crops take up one third of that area; pastures and rangelands for livestock
cover the rest. Litthe room exists for expansion because most of the remaining land is deserts, mountains, tundra or urban. Still, farms in

many existing areas could be more productive (insets).

Better Breadbaskets
The world could grow much more food if the productivity of the
poorest farms were raised toward the maximum possible, given
dimate and soil conditions. For example, the yield for maize (shown),
could rise significantly across parts of Mexico, West Africa and eastern
Europe if seeds, irrigation, fer tiizer and markets were improved.
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STRATEGY

Output ExpandSQ Food Production

Harm Contracts — 2imieeirmimee
and alarger proportion of pecple
To feed the workd without harming the will have higher incomes, so they
planet, agriculture will have to produce mme;‘n"“m
much more food (blue) and find better asmdlnlbeydom

ways to distribute it (red), while significant-
ly cutting the damage it does to the atmo-
sphere, habitat and water (yellow).

Food Access
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Scientific American -- Nov 2011 — “Can We Feed The World & Sustain The



The “Big Five” Challenges

e Disease Management ﬁﬂ

e Feed Supply

e Environmental Impact

e Funding m
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e Market Acceptance
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"Twenty years from now you will be more
disappointed by the things you didn't do. So turn
at once to your willing crew and sail away from
the safe harbor.”
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Words to consider...
from anthropologist
Margaret Mead.

“Never doubt that a
small group of
thoughtful,
committed citizens
can change the
world; indeed it is
the only thing that
ever has.”
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