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Fisheries

Spain will test submersible aquaculture
facilities to jumpstart blue�n tuna
�shery

25 September 2024
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

Two submersible holding facilities will be tested in 2025

Two new submersible aquaculture facilities are set to be installed off the coast of Getaria, Spain, as
part of a pilot project to revitalize the struggling blue�n tuna �shery in the Cantabrian Sea.

The initiative, spearheaded by a company created by the AZTI (https://www.azti.es/en/) technology
center and the Catalan company Balfegó (https://balfego.com/en/) called Itsasbalfegó, plans to catch
live blue�n tuna using purse seine gear in collaboration with the Basque �shing �eet. Subsequently, the
catches will be fattened to assess their economic and environmental viability. This pilot project could
potentially transform the region’s �shing industry.

“The main challenge will be to determine whether it is viable to use purse seine gear for blue�n tuna
�shing in the Bay of Biscay,” said Juan José Navarro, assistant director of Balfegó, a company
specializing in catching, feeding, studying and marketing blue�n tuna. “If this is achieved, and
subsequently, the fattening in cages is successful, this project could have a very positive impact on the
Basque economy and society, making it possible to revalue �shing quotas, improve the quality of the
product and optimize �sheries management.”

(https://www.globalseafood.org)
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Fishing for blue�n tuna in the Cantabrian Sea has become less pro�table for local �shermen due to the
small size of the catch and challenging weather conditions that complicate traditional �shing methods.
As a result, many Basque �shermen have started transferring their �shing quotas to other regions of
Spain.

(https://bspcerti�cation.org/)

To address this issue and help restore blue�n tuna �shing in the area, two underwater aquaculture
facilities will be set up 3.688 miles from the port of Getaria in Gipuzkoa. These facilities will be tested
next summer and, if successful, more aquaculture cages will be installed starting the following year,
depending on the �shing quotas available for fattening.

Two new submersible aquaculture facilities are set to be installed off the coast of Getaria, Spain, in an
effort to revitalize the struggling blue�n tuna �shery in the Cantabrian Sea. Photo credit:

https://bspcertification.org/


9/25/2024 Spain will test submersible aquaculture facilities to jumpstart bluefin tuna fishery - Responsible Seafood Advocate

https://www.globalseafood.org/advocate/spain-will-test-submersible-aquaculture-facilities-to-jumpstart-bluefin-tuna-fishery/?headles… 3/3

Prior to its implementation, AZTI said the project underwent a rigorous administrative and scienti�c
evaluation.

“The initiative has the support, permission and authorization of all relevant national and European
public administrations in the �eld of �sheries and the environment,” said Rogelio Pozo, director of AZTI.
“This �rst stage has also been approved by the International Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), which will evaluate the results obtained.”

Before tuna �shing starts in the summer of 2025, Itsasbalfegó will test the cages this autumn and
winter to ensure they can �oat properly, stay submerged and withstand the harsh weather conditions of
the Bay of Biscay.
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