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Scottish salmon farmers back inquiry
into wild salmon decline

6 April 2026

By Responsible Seafood Advocate

Salmon farmers and fisheries groups support a proposed
inquiry as wild salmon numbers decline and pressure
grows on conservation efforts

Scotland’s salmon farmers are backing calls for a parliamentary inquiry into the future of the country’s
iconic wild salmon, as concerns grow over how the species is managed and the pressures it faces.

Salmon Scotland chief executive Tavish Scott has urged Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs)
to launch a full Holyrood investigation in the next parliamentary session, following evidence from
Fisheries Management Scotland chief executive Dr. Alan Wells, who told lawmakers he would welcome
closer scrutiny of wild salmon management.

Dr. Wells also told MSPs that Fisheries Management Scotland has recommended introducing a rod
licence for anglers as part of a wider wild salmon strategy, now under consideration by the Scottish
Government.

(https://www.globalseafood.org)
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“Wild salmon numbers have been declining for decades, with climate change, damaged river habitats
and pressures at sea all taking their toll,” said Scott. “Scotland’s salmon farmers are already playing
their part in finding solutions, from funding river restoration projects to supporting research into wild
salmon migration.”

(https://bspcertification.org/)

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) recently reclassified wild Atlantic salmon in
Great Britain from “near threatened” to “endangered.”

Scottish Government figures show catches fell by around 40 percent in 2025, including a 43 percent
decline on east coast rivers such as the Tay, Tweed and Dee, and 29 percent on west coast rivers. The
government has identified more than 40 pressures affecting wild salmon, including climate change,

Scottish salmon farmers back calls for an inquiry into wild salmon decline, as falling catches and

conservation concerns draw scrutiny. Photo courtesy of Salmon Scotland.
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habitat loss and changes in marine survival.

Salmon farmers in Scotland cut antibiotic usage

by more than 50 percent in 2022

Less than 10 percent of seawater salmon farms in Scotland

used antibiotics in 2022, according to a new report by the

UK government.

Global Seafood Alliance

Scott said he supports the proposal for an inquiry. He also raised concerns about the level of
investment in conservation projects aimed at improving habitats and supporting wild salmon. He said
Scotland lags behind other countries that use rod licences for recreational anglers, which can generate
funding for conservation work.

“We want wild salmon to recover, so more money generated by angling needs to be invested in
conservation,” said Scott. “Rod licences used in other salmon fishing nations could help improve catch
data and support conservation.”

More than £635,000 (U.S. $841,000) has been invested through the Salmon Scotland Wild Fisheries
Fund in projects to restore rivers and rebuild wild salmon populations. A further £230,000 (U.S.
$304,000) is planned for fish conservation projects funded by the salmon sector in 2026.
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