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Innovation &
Investment

San Diego aquaculture lab opens
Shrimp Genetics Innovation Center

1 August 2023
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

The new facility focuses on the development of genome editing
techniques

San Diego, Calif.-based The Center for Aquaculture Technologies (CAT (https://aquatechcenter.com/))
opened a Shrimp Genetics Innovation Center to help the global shrimp aquaculture market meet
disease-related and other ongoing production challenges.

Its state-of-the-art facility features a cutting-edge genome editing lab and tank space, which quadruples
CAT’s shrimp research capacity. The facility aims to revolutionize shrimp genetic performance and
accelerate next-generation breeding through genome editing techniques.

Genome editing allows for the precise and rapid recreation of changes that would occur in nature. CAT
said it is committed to helping shrimp producers do more with less through the development and
application of genome editing technology and methodology, which can solve problems that
conventional breeding methods are unable to address.

“The increase in rearing and research capacity means we are even better prepared to deliver
innovations to boost e�ciency in the shrimp industry through genome editing,” said Facility Manager
Matt Stone. “Our team is excited to be working in this new space and looks forward to helping clients
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achieve their goals.”

(https://www.deviseafoods.com)

“With this investment, we have further solidi�ed our position as a leader in the delivery of impactful
genetic solutions to help shrimp producers feed the world more e�ciently,” added Dr. John Buchanan,
CEO.

The facility is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Richard H. Towner, who served as a trusted advisor to
CAT, which also operates a Fin�sh Genetics Innovation Center (https://aquatechcenter.com/news/cat-
invests-in-the-future-of-genetics-and-genome-editing/).

@GSA_Advocate (https://twitter.com/GSA_Advocate)

The Center for Aquaculture Technologies’ new Shrimp Genetics Innovation Center aims to increase
e�ciency and lower mortality in aquaculture. Photo courtesy of CAT.
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