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Health &
Welfare

Salmon farmers in Scotland cut
antibiotic usage by more than 50
percent in 2022

6 November 2023
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

Less than 10 percent of seawater salmon farms in Scotland
used antibiotics in 2022

A new report (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/veterinary-antimicrobial-resistance-and-
sales-surveillance-2022) by the United Kingdom government indicates that Scotland’s salmon farming
companies have reduced the use of antibiotics use by more than 50 percent in one year.

The new Veterinary Medicines Directorate’s Veterinary Antimicrobial Resistance and Sales Surveillance
(VARSS) report shows a sharp downward trend, with the 2022 usage of antibiotics in salmon at 18.6
mg/kg, down 24.5 mg/kg since 2021. This followed the challenges of COVID-19 when �sh had to be
kept in the sea for longer. Protecting the health of larger �sh needed extra care, including antibiotics to
treat bacterial challenges in some cases.

“Like any medicine, antibiotics are used responsibly, sparingly and only when required in the health and
welfare interests of our �sh, and only under prescription from licensed veterinarians,” said Dr. Iain Berrill,
head of technical at trade body Salmon Scotland. “The requirement to protect our �sh from
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environmental challenges meant a signi�cantly lower level of antibiotics were used in the past 12
months on a very small number of farms.”

Last year, fewer than one in ten seawater farms used antibiotics – meaning most salmon farms did not
treat with antibiotics at all. The small number of farms that did so used less than half the amount of
the previous year, indicating that the environmental challenges that could be managed through
antibiotics had dissipated in 2022.

(https://link.chtbl.com/aquapod)

The amount of antibiotics used last year was only slightly more than when this information was �rst
recorded in 2017.

Less than 10 percent of seawater salmon farms in Scotland used antibiotics in 2022, according to a
new report by the UK Government. Photo courtesy of Salmon Scotland.
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“As part of our commitment to transparency, we aim to reduce use as low as possible to give
consumers full con�dence when they enjoy one of the most nutritious and tasty foods we produce in
Scotland,” said Berrill.

Read the full report here (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/veterinary-antimicrobial-
resistance-and-sales-surveillance-2022).
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