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Multi-stakeholder project will develop and demonstrate
innovative fisheries solutions

Funded by the European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (CINEA), the new
ECO-CATCH project brings together partners from science, fisheries, industry, certification and civil
society.

Alongside two sister projects for the Arctic-Atlantic and Mediterranean, its aim is to transform the future
of marine ecosystems and fisheries in the Baltic and North Seas by developing and deploying 10
innovative solutions to help fishers reduce environmental impact and enhance seafood value. Through
the project, the solutions will be turned into ready-to-use commercial technologies by 2028.

Led by Dr. Valentina Melli and Dr. Lotte Kindt-Larsen at DTU Aqua, ECO-CATCH consists of a diverse
consortium of research and development institutions, small- to medium-sized companies, fish producer
associations, seafood suppliers and certification programs. It officially launched with a three-day kick-
off meeting in June at DTU Aqua’s Hirtshals Campus.

“ECO-CATCH is about turning scientific innovation into real-world solutions for Europe's seas, fishers
and communities. By working across the value chain, we can deliver technologies and business models
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Photo caption: EU multi-stakeholder project ECO-CATCH aims to play a key role in helping marine
ecosystems and fisheries in Europe to thrive. Photo credit: Paul Einerhand on Unsplash
(https://unsplash.com/photos/green-and-brown-boat-on-sea-under-blue-sky-during-daytime-
eysabRORVIO).

that make sustainable fishing the new standard,” said Melli.
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Collectively, the new technologies will help fleets avoid vulnerable habitats and areas of high bycatch
risk and offer more selective or alternative gear to minimize the capture of juvenile fish such as cod and
Endangered, Threatened and Protected (ETP) species like porpoises. Innovations range from
wheelhouse visualizers to guide skippers to areas where they can fish efficiently without damaging
habitat or catching non-target species, trawl modifications to allow easy escape for cod, new
“MicroSeine” gear for small-scale demersal fishers, and alternative gear such as seal-proof pots.
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In addition, ECO-CATCH will develop digital tools, Al-supported monitoring systems and market-ready
business models to support technology transfer and increase sector acceptance. It will combine gear
development in laboratory settings, field trials with commercial fishers in addition to economic,
ecological and regulatory assessments.

The Al tool that aims to make bottom trawling smarter
and prevent bycatch and discards

Smartrawl employs Al-enabled cameras and innovative gate hardware on fishing nets to enable
bottom trawlers to sort fish, reducing bycatch.

@ Global Seafood Alliance

The last phase will demonstrate the viability of the technologies in commercial fishing conditions,
addressing legal and social barriers to their adoption and enabling them to be recognized in
certification assessments. The consortium'’s track record in government advisory work will also ensure
that project outputs influence long-term policy and industry standards.

ECO-CATCH has secured €8.5 million (U.S. $10 million) in funding from CINEA. It is part of a larger
European initiative, with an additional €18.5 million from the EU for its two sister projects. This
combined effort aims to fast-track the delivery of fishery solutions to market, ensuring a significant
return on investment for society.

New low-impact fishing technologies are urgently needed for nature and people and will only be
possible through collaboration between the fishing industry, researchers, seafood businesses,
certifications schemes and policy makers. The innovations to be developed through ECO-CATCH should
help coastal fishing communities and marine ecosystems increase their resilience and make lower-
impact fishing a common reality in the Baltic, North Sea and beyond.
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