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NatureScot and SSEN Distribution
launch largest-ever Scottish seagrass
planting program

19 March 2024
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

The $2.5 million e�ort aims to restore Scotland’s seagrass
meadows

NatureScot is providing over £2 million (U.S. $2.5 million) to restore Scotland’s seas, with a focus on
protecting and revitalizing Scottish seagrass meadows. Teaming up with Scottish and Southern
Electricity Networks (SSEN) Distribution, this partnership marks the largest-ever single donation for
marine enhancement in Scotland.

“Tackling the twin crises of climate change and biodiversity loss is a global and national endeavor
which will require the collective effort of governments, businesses and our whole society to deliver the
necessary change,” said Màiri McAllan, Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Net Zero and Energy.
“This announcement is a great example of the potential for unlocking responsible private �nance to
support nature restoration and could be transformative for our precious seagrass.”

Considered “a wonder plant,” seagrass meadows created in shallow and intertidal waters provide food
and shelter to an array of wildlife and are often compared to rainforests. Seagrasses have another
great advantage: Their leaves and roots absorb carbon dioxide and lock it away, making them natural
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solutions to help tackle the climate crisis as well as reduce biodiversity loss. They can also improve
water quality, reduce contamination in seafood and act as the �rst line of defense along coasts by
reducing wave energy – protecting people from the increasing risk of �ooding and storms.

Scottish seas are a special place for marine habitats like seagrass, with the coast stretching 18,000 km
(11,184 miles) and containing more than 8,000 species. But seagrasses have been declining globally
since the 1930s, with estimates that 7 percent of seagrass meadows are lost each year. This new
initiative will see at least 14 hectares of seagrass planted in Scottish coastal waters.

(https://bspcerti�cation.org/)

NatureScot is providing over (U.S.) $2.5 million to restore Scotland’s seas, with a focus on protecting
and revitalizing Scottish seagrass meadows. Photo credit: The Scottish Marine Enhancement Fund.
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“The restoration of seagrass meadows will bring tangible bene�ts to nearby communities both above
and below the water level – not only is the carbon sequestration rate of seagrass estimated to be three
times higher than land-based planting, the revitalized meadows will help to improve the spawning
conditions for �sh shoals and other marine life,” said Shirley Robertson, SSEN Distribution’s head of
strategic planning and sustainability. “Furthermore, the learning from this program will improve
understanding of nature investments and hopefully inform policy which, in turn, will enable others to
join us as we all tackle the biodiversity crisis.”

The Scottish Marine Enhancement Fund (SMEEF), which is part of wider work on Scottish coastal,
seabed and marine enhancement, will be open for applications later this year. Projects will be driven by
local communities and full engagement and consultation with all interested groups will be essential to
their success. Since it was established, SMEEF has secured and awarded more than £3.3 million (U.S.
$4.2 million) to marine enhancement in Scotland.

@GSA_Advocate (https://twitter.com/GSA_Advocate)

Author

Two years after shutdown, California
oyster farm remains a community hot-
button

When one of California’s oldest oyster farms was shut down amid
reports that it was degrading the environment, local observers took
notice. Two years later, the case is still far from closed in the eyes of the
farm’s supporters and its critics.
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