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Marine Flex’'s rubber cables are a ‘big improvement’ on
traditional heavy chains that damage marine life and
seafloor

Marine Flex (http:/www.marineflex.com/), a New Zealand company that’s developed a mooring and
anchor system that reduces the impact on the seabed under marine farms, boats and jetties, has
received a 2023 Cawthron Marlborough Environment Award Winner in the marine category.

Marine Flex’s rubber cables are a big improvement on conventional heavy chains that sweep the
seafloor and impact marine habitats and sea life. Traditional moorings use a concrete block with a
chain attached to keep the boat or structure in place. The chain sweeps across the seabed, slackening
or tightening depending on wind, waves and currents, damaging marine habitats and organisms.

Marine Flex provides a solution to this — the rubber cables do not come into contact with the seafloor.
They are attached to a specially designed screw anchor that penetrates the seabed with less
disturbance and greater holding capacity than conventional systems. The Marine Flex mooring system
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Mike and Donna Baker from Marine Flex. As a mooring and anchor system, Marine Flex’s rubber cables
are a ‘big improvement’ on traditional heavy chains that damage marine habitats.

is sold around the world.

“The Marine Flex team is proud of winning the Marine Category of the Cawthron Marlborough
Environment Awards 2023,” wrote the company on Linkedin
(https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7055037781307248640/). “Preserving the ocean
is one of our core drivers. We look forward to expanding our contribution by increasingly applying our
solutions worldwide.”
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Aquaculture in the Marlborough Sounds is one of their markets. The Marine Flex mooring and anchor
system holds mussel farms in place and a GPS location and installation system ensures they do not
move beyond their legal boundary.

Marine Flex has also been used in the Sounds for jetties, pontoons and to secure the underwater
classroom at Lochmara Lodge. This alternative to piles causes less damage to the seafloor, avoids
biofouling and is less visually obtrusive.

Sonar seafloor mapping by Marlborough District Council has shown damage caused by traditional
block and chain moorings. There are about 3,000 moorings in the Marlborough Sounds. As awareness
grows and regulation comes in to protect seafloor habitats, Marine Flex offers a more environmentally
friendly alternative.

MarineFlex: 2023 Winner Marine category

The Cawthron Marlborough Environment Awards are held every two years to showcase businesses or
community projects that are good for the environment. The awards are open to any businesses,
community group or individual working in Marlborough, New Zealand. Judges look for entrants who
protect and enhance the environment and use resources and energy efficiently.

The awards are run by a charitable trust and are supported by the Cawthron Institute, Marlborough
District Council, the Department of Conservation and local sponsors.

Read the judge's feedback here
(https:/www.cmea.org.nz/_files/ugd/db870a_a85481a8a97646289295b9fc20ca4a08.pdf).

Follow the Advocate on Twitter @GSA_Advocate (https:/twitter.com/GSA_Advocate)
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