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Fisheries

ISSF: 99.1% of participating tuna
companies comply with conservation
measures

26 November 2024
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

ISSF’s latest report shows 99.1 percent of participating
tuna companies comply with 33 conservation measures

The International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF) reports that its 23 participating companies
are 99.1 percent compliant with its 33 conservation measures, according to its updated Annual
Conservation Measures & ProActive Vessel Register Compliance Report (https://www.iss-
foundation.org/about-issf/what-we-publish/issf-documents/update-to-issf-annual-conservation-
measures-proactive-vessel-register-compliance-report-november-2024/). The report, an update to
the June 2024 version, highlights progress in addressing compliance issues, with remedial audits
conducted between June and October.

Since the June 2024 compliance report, 17 companies have fully met all 33 measures. Five had one
minor non-conformance each, and one had two, bringing the compliance rate to 99.1 percent – up
slightly from 98.95 percent in the previous report. Independent auditor MRAG Americas assesses
compliance through a rigorous protocol, ensuring transparency and accountability in the �shing
industry.
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“The transparent and independent auditing process our participating companies and vessels volunteer
to undergo builds on the foundation of accountability that makes our conservation measures effective
– and helps to hold other industry players to high standards,” said Susan Jackson, president of ISSF.
“ISSF participating companies and vessels make the continuous improvement of global tuna �shery
sustainability a key part of their business operations by individually committing to conservation
measures and providing transparency into ongoing efforts and progress.”

The report also details the compliance rate for vessels on ISSF’s ProActive Vessel Register (PVR), which
remains at 76 percent as of December 31, 2023, unchanged from the June update. This re�ects
adherence to 12 conservation measures focused on vessel activity, such as RFMO participation, non-
entangling FAD use, vessel-based FAD management policies and observer coverage. The PVR, one of
four public vessel lists maintained by ISSF, aims to increase transparency in tuna �shing practices.

The International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF) reports that its 23 participating companies
are 99.1 percent compliant with its 33 conservation measures. Shutterstock image.
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(https://bspcerti�cation.org/)

The November 2024 report builds on the June audit, which initially found six companies with one minor
non-conformance each and one company with two. Published annually, the report tracks progress in
meeting ISSF’s conservation measures, such as product traceability, submission of detailed catch data
to RFMOs and policies to prevent shark �nning and mitigate bycatch.

Companies are also required to limit transactions to vessels meeting sustainability standards, such as
longliners with bycatch policies or purse seiners using science-based best practices. Individual
company compliance reports, issued by independent auditor MRAG Americas, include updates on how
non-conformances are addressed throughout the year.

Read the updated report here (https://www.iss-foundation.org/about-issf/what-we-publish/issf-
documents/update-to-issf-annual-conservation-measures-proactive-vessel-register-compliance-
report-november-2024/).
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