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Aquafeeds

Higher EPA and DHA levels in salmon
feed boost harvest quality and feed
performance, new analysis �nds

25 August 2023
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

Data analysis from 232 million �sh and 99 farms reveals
bene�ts of higher dietary EPA and DHA levels in salmon
feed

A joint analysis from Veramaris, a producer of algal omega-3 fatty acids, and Manolin, experts in
aquaculture data analysis, reveals the bene�ts of omega-3 (EPA and DHA) levels in commercial salmon
feed. The �ndings uncover how these levels affect the performance, quality, health and well-being of
salmon.

Scienti�c understanding of the bene�ts of essential fatty acids in �sh nutrition is rapidly developing,
but the implications for commercial salmon farming proved hard to de�ne. To tackle this knowledge
gap, Veramaris recruited Manolin’s experts to conduct research and analyze anonymously provided
feed and farm data.

Through its innovative “Harpoon” aquaculture research data intelligence platform, Manolin conducted a
focused study analyzing data from most Norwegian production zones to provide insights into the
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impact of dietary EPA and DHA levels on farmed salmon performance.

“Our platform has collected data from more than 900 generations of farm salmon, producing insights
for the aquaculture industry and demonstrating the immense potential of leveraging data intelligence in
aquaculture research,” said Tony Chen, CEO of Manolin. “In addition, our anonymous and unbiased
data is well-placed for industry collaborations such as this one with Veramaris.”

(https://events.seafoodfromscotland.org/)

The implications of the analysis are “far-reaching” and showcase the potential of analyzing data in
commercial settings to gain insights into �sh performance. The results reveal that above-average EPA
and DHA levels in salmon feed led to signi�cant improvements in metrics including harvest quality –

Data analysis from 232 million �sh and 99 farms reveals the bene�ts of higher dietary EPA and DHA
levels in salmon feed. Photo courtesy of Veramaris.
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with an average of 76 percent more superior harvests recorded – as well as higher feed performance,
ultimately bene�ting farm pro�tability.

The project has provided a proof of concept based on big data to unlock the full potential of Veramaris’
Optimum Omega Nutrition (OON) approach.

“The results, which used data from some 232 million �sh, have deepened our understanding of the
impact of EPA & DHA levels on the performance of farmed salmon,” said Yann Le Gal, global business
development manager at Veramaris.

Veramaris’ OON guidelines, used in conjunction with natural marine algal oil, can effectively support
�sh farmers to ensure animal welfare and performance are maximized, without creating additional
strain on the ocean.

Read more about the collaboration here (https://content.manolinaqua.com/veramaris-customer-
story).

@GSA_Advocate (https://twitter.com/GSA_Advocate)
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Veramaris runs away with F3 oil-
alternative contest

The DSM-Evonik joint venture won the F3 Fish Oil Challenge by a wide
margin. CEO Karim Kurmaly talks about the “sacrifice” his team made to
win.
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