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Key milestones and achievements in responsible aquaculture
production during the organization’s first two decades
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The Global Aquaculture Alliance’s first office in St. Louis, Mo., USA.

The Global Aquaculture Alliance (https://www.aquaculturealliance.org/) was founded in 1997 by shrimp farmers and
select seafood companies responding to mounting criticism regarding mangrove destruction.
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Here are the key milestones and achievements by GAA and its third-party aquaculture certification scheme, Best
Aquaculture Practices (BAP). For a recounting of the group’s formation 20 years ago, from several of the individuals
directly involved, please click here.

1997

» Global Aquaculture Alliance founded

A news item about the initial discussions regarding the formation of
GAA. Pictured is GAAs founding and current president, George
Chamberlain.

71998

 First annual board meeting at Aquaculture '98 in Las Vegas, Nev.

o Published “Guiding Principles for Responsible Aquaculture” and “Mangrove Code of Practice”

 Published Vol. 1, Issue 1 of Global Aquaculture Advocate (https://www.aquaculturealliance.org/advocate/) in
March 1998 as an eight-page black-and-white newsletter

» GAA website launched

71999

» Published Codes of Practice for Responsible Shrimp Farming; accepted by aquaculture associations in Ecuador,
Honduras and Nicaragua

» Defended Ecuadorian shrimp farming to U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service

» FAO granted GAA Liaison Status, and GAA participated in FAO-COFI meeting in Rome

« Participated in World Aquaculture ‘99 (Sydney, Australia), Atlantic Aquaculture Exposition (St. Andrews, Canada)
and AquaNor ‘99 (Trondheim, Norway)
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o Published Global Aquaculture Advocate Vol. 2, Issue 4/5 as an 80-page color magazine

2001

« Inaugural GSOL (Global Shrimp Outlook for Leadership) conference, Singapore

By
F—

| - Giobal Shrimp Outlook: 2002

ON-SITE REGISTRATION:
- Sign Up Here —

The registration booth at the Global Shrimp Outlook conference in 2002.

2002

o BAP certification standards completed for shrimp farms
» GSOL: Bali, Indonesia

2003

« Best Aquaculture Practices (BAP) certification program established
o 15t shrimp farm BAP certified in Belize
¢ GSOL: Los Cabos, Mexico

2004
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o BAP certification standards completed for shrimp hatcheries
« 1%t seafood processing plant BAP certified in Honduras
o GSOL: Bangkok, Thailand

2005

o Walmart endorses BAP program
e GSOL: Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
« Inaugural GFOL (Global Fish Outlook for Leadership) conference: Chicago, lIl.

2006

e GSOL/GFOL: Miami, Fla.

2007

 Inaugural GOAL conference: Madrid, Spain

2008

o BAP certification standards for tilapia, catfish farms completed
« 1%tilapia farm BAP certified in China
¢ GOAL: Qindao, China
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2009

« Sodexo endorses BAP certification
e GOAL: Seattle, Wash.

2010

BAP achieves GFSI (Global Food Safety Initiative) benchmark

BAP certification standards for feed mills, pangasius farms completed
15t pangasius farm BAP certified in Vietnam

15t feed mill BAP certified

« GOAL: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

o Delhaize America endorses BAP program

2011

BAP certification standards for salmon completed
15t salmon farm BAP certified in Canada

« Wakefern, Lunds/Byerly’s endorse BAP program

o GOAL: Santiago, Chile
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2012

2013

Responsible Aquaculture Foundation (RAF) established

World Bank, RAF initiate case study on early mortality syndrome (EMS) in Vietnam
BAP adds repacking plants to program

BJ’s Wholesale Club, Tops Friendly Markets, Supervalu endorse BAP program
GOAL: Bangkok, Thailand

BAP certification standards for finfish and crustacean farms completed
BAP certification standards for mussel farms completed

Deadly pathogen causing EMS uncovered

Environmental trigger for EMS identified in shrimp ponds

GOAL: Paris, France

2014

1t mussel farm BAP certified in Canada
18t mussel processing plant BAP certified in Canada
15t rainbow trout processor BAP certified in Colombia

Aquarium Seafood Watch® program
» GAA spearheads EMS case study

« GAA signs memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the China Aquatic Products Processing and Marketing

Alliance (CAPPMA)
e GOAL: Ho Chi Minh City, Vietham
o GAA Partners with IFFO, Lyons, Morrisons to address social responsibility
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2015

e GOAL: Vancouver, Canada

» Number of BAP-certified facilities worldwide surpasses 1,000 in December

» iBAP program launched as a precursor to full BAP certification

» GAA prohibits BAP-certified processing plants from outsourcing processing of shrimp to third-party entities, to
fight against labor abuse

» Brakes Group, M&J Seafood in the UK endorse BAP program

« 1St steelhead trout farm BAP certified in the United States

« 1Stfour-star BAP salmon hits the market

o Global Aquaculture Advocate shifts from print to online

2016

e GOAL: Guangzhou, China
o Number of BAP-certified facilities increases nearly 50 percent in 2016, surpassing 1,500 facilities worldwide
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» BAP steps up logo-policing program with the deployment of a data-collection application

 1Stsea bass farm BAP certified in China

o BAP among the third-party certification programs included in Sysco Corp.'s renewed commitment to sourcing
sustainable seafood

18t four-star BAP trout hits the market

Brinker International endorses BAP program

BAP certification standards for mollusk farms completed, replacing BAP mussel farm standards

GAA signs MoU with the Saudi Aquaculture Society in which the country’s aquaculture facilities will be required to
earn BAP certification

re
‘certification program.
We've been improving
thr nmental.

Global
Aquaculture
Alliance

Most of the Global Aquaculture Alliance and Best Aquaculture Practices
team, at Seafood Expo North America in Boston, March 2017.

2017

GAA celebrates 20t anniversary

GOAL: Dublin, Ireland

GAA launches MyGAA online community and GAA Films initiative

GAA redesigns GAA and BAP websites, launches PORTal

Number of BAP-certified facilities worldwide reaches 1,671 through the first half of 2017

GAA's draft Biosecurity Area Management Standard finalized and piloted in Chile, Colombia and Honduras
Walmart approves BAP as an acceptable third-party certification program for monitoring the social compliance of
its suppliers’ facilities

1St four-star BAP striped bass

» Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch® program deems two-, three- and four-star BAP tilapia as equivalent to its
yellow Good Alternative rating

18t facility in Greece (feed mill) to be BAP certified

15t cobia facilities (farms, processing plant and hatchery in Panama) to be BAP certified

15t facility in Poland to be BAP certified

18t crawfish facility (processing plant in China) to be BAP certified

18t Arctic charr facility (processing plant) to be BAP certified

RAF e-learning program relaunched and rebranded as Global Aquaculture Academy

@GAA_Advocate (https://twitter.com/GAA_Advocate)

Author
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