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Does greater amberjack need a new
fisheries management approach?
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By Responsible Seafood Advocate

Researchers find greater amberjack in the Gulf of Mexico
and South Atlantic may benefit from separate fisheries
management and assessments

A recent study suggests greater amberjack in the U.S. South Atlantic, eastern Gulf of Mexico and
western Gulf of Mexico may be better managed as separate stocks, offering new insights into a species
that has faced longstanding management challenges.

The finding comes from the Greater Amberjack Count, a multi-year research effort led by the University
of South Alabama. The project examined greater amberjack abundance, movement and population
connectivity using underwater surveys, tagging studies and population genomics.

Researchers used underwater video and active acoustic surveys to estimate the abundance of greater
amberjack in the South Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico. According to the project team, the resulting
estimates were broadly consistent with recent stock assessments.

(https://www.globalseafood.org)
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The study also evaluated emerging assessment tools, including advanced acoustics and environmental
DNA, demonstrating their potential use in future fisheries assessments.

(https://www.globalseafood.org/membership/)

In 2020, Congress authorized $10 million for the Greater Amberjack Research Program to address
concerns about the species and improve biological and ecological data available to fisheries managers.
Including matching funds from participating institutions, the project totaled $11.7 million and involved
20 scientists from more than a dozen institutions, as well as collaborators from NOAA Fisheries. The
effort was modeled on previous large-scale studies of red snapper populations in the Gulf of Mexico
and the South Atlantic.

A federally funded study found that greater amberjack populations in the Gulf of Mexico and South

Atlantic may benefit from separate fisheries management approaches. Credit: Florida Fish and Wildlife

Research Institute.
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“We certainly look forward to working with our colleagues at NOAA Fisheries to leverage the study’s
findings to improve the current assessment approaches,” said Sean P. Powers, lead researcher and
professor at the University of South Alabama. “The release of the project report isn’t the finish line;
incorporating the results to the largest extent possible and improving science and management is our
shared goal.”

Read more about the project (https://gulfseagrant.org/reef-fish-extension/greater-amberjack-
research-program/).
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