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Cooke lowers its carbon footprint with
second hybrid feed barge in Scotland

16 October 2023
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

The �rst hybrid feed barge solution decreased fuel
consumption by 40 percent

Cooke Aquaculture Scotland has deployed a second hybrid feed barge, which will reduce carbon
emissions and noise at its Vestness site in Westray, Orkney, Scotland.

Following successful results from installing its �rst hybrid system at its Mill Bay site in Stronsay,
Orkney in 2022, Cooke Scotland has continued to “make great strides in its commitment to
sustainability” with the installation of an additional hybrid system at a barge to enhance power supply
management.

“This second hybrid system installation at our Vestness barge is a signi�cant investment and one that
makes economic and environmental sense,” said Stewart Rendall, North Isles Manager for Cooke
Aquaculture Scotland’s Orkney sites. “Farm-raised salmon already have the lowest carbon footprint of
any animal protein but there is always more we can do to minimize any impact. This one barge is
expected to achieve carbon savings of approximately 146 tons of carbon dioxide every year, the
equivalent of removing 55 cars from our roads every year.” 

In its �rst year, the hybrid solution at Mill Bay decreased fuel consumption by 40 percent, leading to a

(https://www.globalseafood.org)
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signi�cant reduction in the site’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and fuel usage. It further contributes
to a quieter working environment for barge personnel and the neighboring area. The hybrid system uses
the residual capacity from the generator to charge the batteries, while at the same time, the auxiliary
diesel generator feeds electricity to the rest of the facility. Once the batteries are fully charged, the
generator stops, and the hybrid system operates the facility.

(https://link.chtbl.com/aquapod)

The Vestness site is the �rst in Orkney to have a retro�t installation on an existing barge.

“To invest and upgrade existing barges with green technology that optimizes energy production,
reduces fuel consumption, reduces noise pollution and reduces GHGs is sustainability in every way,”
said Steve Burns, managing director for Fjord Maritime UK.

A second hybrid feed barge will reduce carbon footprint and noise at the Vestness site in Westray,
Orkney. Photo courtesy of Cooke Aquaculture Scotland.
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