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Intelligence

Cooke Aquaculture details the
economic impact of salmon farming in
Scotland

19 August 2022
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

The company says it’s one of the remote island region’s
better-paying employers

Cooke Aquaculture Scotland says its salmon farming operations have a “signi�cant positive social
impact” on its employees and the community of remote islands in the northern region of the country.

In a colorful, 36-page economic impact report (https://www.cookeseafood.com/2022/08/17/report-
shows-cooke-salmon-farming-supports-island-life-in-scotlands-orkney-and-northern-isles/) released this
week, Cooke – one of the largest employers in Orkney and Northern Isles – said its skilled, permanent
employees are paid nearly one-fourth more than the average in Orkney and 8.6 percent above average
for all of Scotland.

“When we �rst came to Orkney in 2014, as a family-owned company we understood immediately that
the jobs we provided mattered – really mattered. They keep people and their families on the islands,
attract new people to live here, and help businesses to thrive and schools to stay open,” said Joel
Richardson, VP-public relations for Cooke Aquaculture Scotland. “We have never forgotten that and
now we employ 122 people in Orkney, 51 of them on our farms. That includes 25 new jobs created in
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2016 to 2021, all of them helping to keep remote communities viable.”

The company’s impacts in Orkney and Northern Isles include supporting local businesses like cafes,
shops ferries and divers, and maintaining local schools.

(https://register.globalseafood.org)

“I love the thrill of working for a company that is doing so well, sending beautiful salmon all over the
world, especially the organic salmon we raise in Orkney,” said Ken Laird, processor and maintenance
assistant at Cooke Aquaculture Scotland. “We need to shout out more about how good it is. Young
people getting a job in aquaculture really have won the lottery.”

Cooke Aquaculture Scotland touts its operations’ economic and social impacts and discusses plans to
expand in the remote island region. Courtesy photo.
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Ben Johnson, environmental development manager at Cooke Aquaculture Scotland, detailed the
company’s application for a new offshore, six-pen farm called East Moclett, east of Papa Westray,
which is up for approval this month. It would add six new jobs and has been fully assessed by the
Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), which found no issues or objections to the site.

“The Scottish government has been encouraging development of offshore farms. Since the 2017
Skelwick Skerry farm approval by the Orkney Islands Council Planning Committee, Cooke has
successfully pioneered a Scotland �rst equipped with high energy technology, whilst optimizing �sh
health and minimizing potential visual effects from shore,” said Johnson.

Read the full report (https://www.cookeseafood.com/2022/08/17/report-shows-cooke-salmon-
farming-supports-island-life-in-scotlands-orkney-and-northern-isles/), titled “Cooke Aquaculture
Scotland and Orkney: A summary of our impacts for people and communities.”

Follow the Advocate on Twitter @GSA_Advocate (https://twitter.com/GSA_Advocate)
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