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Health &

Welfare

Canadian biotech company secures
patent for in-feed treatment to combat
sea lice

24 April 2025

By Responsible Seafood Advocate

EVAH’s patented in-feed treatment targets sea lice with
over 99 percent e�cacy, aiming to cut costs and improve
�sh welfare

EVAH, a Canadian biotechnology company focused on sustainable animal health, has secured a U.S.
patent for a low-dosage in-feed veterinary medicinal product designed to combat sea lice – one of
salmon farming’s most persistent and costly biological challenges.

“Sea lice have been a persistent, expensive, and painful challenge for too long in the farming of Atlantic
salmon,” said Michel Fortin, president and CEO of EVAH. “While infestations occur naturally, the
pressure on Atlantic farmed and also wild salmonids such as rainbow trout and Arctic charr has
increased signi�cantly. It’s time to offer the entire sector a solution that truly works – and it works with
nature, not against it.”

Sea lice remain one of the biggest challenges in salmon farming, particularly in major production
regions like Norway, Chile, Canada and the UK. Resistance to conventional treatments is rising, while
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alternatives like chemical baths and mechanical removal raise concerns around �sh welfare and
sustainability.

“The Atlantic salmon industry has reached a biological ceiling,” said Fortin. “Producers are battling the
same parasite with increasingly ineffective tools. What’s needed is not just another workaround – but a
real breakthrough.”
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EVAH, a Canadian biotechnology company focused on sustainable animal health, has secured a U.S.
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EVAH’s in-feed veterinary medicinal product offers a new approach to sea lice control, showing over 99
percent e�cacy in tank studies at a low, patented dosage. It targets all parasitic stages – from juvenile
to adult lice – without handling or other interventions. Delivered through medicated feed, the treatment
reduces �sh injuries, mortalities and stress, while supporting improved animal welfare.

Fish remain on their regular feed before and after the one-week treatment period, with medication
added only during the prescribed window under veterinary supervision. Unlike existing bath or
mechanical treatments – which cannot be simultaneously applied site-wide and have no duration of
e�cacy, often requiring repeat applications – EVAH’s solution can be applied site wide, and to multiple
farms. EVAH’s in-feed solution aims to minimize �sh stress, injuries and mortalities.

An in-feed solution is an alternative to conventional delousing methods like chemical treatments,
physical handling, or cleaner �sh – approaches that can pose challenges for �sh welfare and
environmental sustainability. The product is designed to minimize environmental impact, as it is not
bioaccumulative and does not negatively affect �sh health.
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