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Intelligence

‘Blue Farming’ sustainable aquaculture
document updates Europe’s Farm to
Fork strategy

9 February 2022

By Responsible Seafood Advocate

European Commission reiterates its commitment to
sustainable aquaculture

(https://www.globalseafood.org)
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The European Commission late last week rea�rmed its commitment to sustainable aquaculture with
the release of Blue Farming in the European Green Deal (https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-
detail/-/publication/e8bd0eb1-093a-11ec-b5d3-01aa75ed71a1), a document that updates its agri-food
policy overhaul from May 2021.

Last year’s Farm to Fork strategy recognized the role of sustainable aquaculture while the newest
iteration outlines the path to competitiveness and resilience within the next decade. The details are
provided in a six-page brochure (https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e8bd0eb1-
093a-11ec-b5d3-01aa75ed71a1) available in all EU languages.

Europe’s governing body reports that, despite aquaculture’s rapid growth in much of the world, the same
cannot be said of the industry on the continent. EU aquaculture production accounted for just 2 percent
of global output and just 10 percent of overall seafood consumption in Europe in 2018.

“Nevertheless, sustainable aquaculture can help solve some of the most pressing issues we face today,
such as ensuring food security, alleviating pressure on wild �sh stocks and reducing the climate and
environmental footprint of our food system,” it said in a release. “It can also provide consumers in the
EU with even more diverse healthy and sustainable food products, including ‘superfoods’ like algae or
invertebrates such as sea urchins.”

(https://f3meeting.com/webinars/#upcoming)

The European Commission released a new agri-food policy update
titled “Blue Farming in the European Green Deal.”
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“Blue Farming” is a strategic vision for sustainable aquaculture production and consumption. The
newly released document includes the bene�ts of aquaculture, an overview of the sector in Europe and
how it is being developed, and a list of rules that aquaculture producers must adhere to.

“It is more important than ever to ensure that aquaculture in the EU grows in a way that also contributes
to important objectives such as reducing of carbon emissions, transitioning to more sustainable food
systems, reversing the loss of biodiversity, reducing pollution and creating jobs in coastal and rural
communities,” it concludes.
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