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Morocco to scale up aquaculture through new
investments, regulatory reforms and World Bank-
supported programs

As seafood demand rises, Morocco is working with the World Bank and other partners to expand its
aquaculture sector, aiming to lift production capacity and build out coastal infrastructure.

The government plans to raise aquaculture output to 300,000 tons and create 30,000 jobs within the
next decade, according to officials and development partners. Current production is about 3,600 tons,

but authorities say the country has the capacity to support significantly higher volumes with sustained
public and private investment.
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Morocco is expanding aquaculture with new farms, regulatory updates and World Bank-backed
programs to boost production and attract investment. Photo courtesy of the World Bank
(https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2025/11/11/morocco-s-blue-future-how-aquaculture-

can-power-growth-and-jobs).

Production already includes fish, clams, mussels, oysters, seaweed and shrimp. The government has
identified marine areas suitable for aquaculture, introduced updated regulations and increased efforts
to connect producers with international markets. Morocco has licensed 322 aquaculture farms, which
together target a combined annual production of more than 124,000 tons.

Domestic seafood consumption is rising, driven by population growth and increased awareness of
seafood’s nutritional value. Investment opportunities in aquaculture are expected to exceed $1 billion
this year, and sector officials say expanded production could reduce reliance on seafood imports.
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“The World Bank Group stands ready to support the Kingdom of Morocco and the National Agency for
the Development of Aquaculture in advancing aquaculture as a national priority,” said Ahmadou
Moustapha Ndiaye, World Bank Division Director for Maghreb and Malta. “We support streamlining
regulations, reducing investment risks and mobilizing financing — leveraging the International Finance
Corporation’s leadership to boost private sector participation in this promising sector.”

The World Bank is providing support through a $350 million Program for Results and a $5 million grant
from the PROBLUE Multi-Donor Trust Fund. According to the organization, early outcomes include
improved management of marine and coastal resources, restoration of coastal forests and dunes and
measures designed to reduce flooding and erosion risks.

Additional technical assistance is being delivered through the North Africa Blue Economy Program
Phase I, which supports the National Agency for the Development of Aquaculture. The assistance
includes research, training in sustainable shrimp production, guidance for aquaculture site selection
and the development of a roadmap for expanding seaweed farming.

Morocco hopes its first fish hatchery will
advance the aquaculture sector

Morocco’s first fish hatchery will produce up to 30 million high-quality fry for
aquaculture farms across the country.

@ Global Seafood Alliance

Some private ventures have received targeted investment under these programs. VitaminSea Morocco,
a shrimp farm operating as part of the Blue Economy Program for Results, reports annual production of
about 60 tons for local markets.
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“With the right investment, we can scale up fivefold to 300 tons per year,” said Driss Krafess, co-founder
of VitaminSea Morocco. “While we are still importing larvae from the United States, our goal is to
establish a full local production unit and position our company as a competitive player in regional and
global shrimp markets.”

Other operators, including seaweed producer SETEXAM, have also received support.

“We are building on the lessons learned since 1960 and experimenting with e-<commerce to widen our
market,” said Rachid Lebar, director of SETEXAM. “With the right investment, we can scale up
production and fully unlock the potential of Morocco’s marine resources.”

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO), global marine and coastal aquaculture
produced 71 million tons in 2022. Morocco's planned expansion would position it to participate more
broadly in that market. Remaining hurdles include limited hatchery capacity, feed production, cold
storage and processing infrastructure, according to government and development partner assessments.

Morocco's aquaculture initiatives continue to develop through a combination of regulatory reforms,
investment programs and partnerships with domestic and international stakeholders.
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