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Intelligence

After long delays, U.S. EPA issues
o�shore aquaculture permit in Gulf of
Mexico

16 June 2022
By Responsible Seafood Advocate

Ocean Era CEO criticizes the federal permitting process

U.S. offshore aquaculture company Ocean Era announced earlier this week that its long-delayed Velella
Epsilon Project has �nally been issued the NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System)
permit from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Region 4 o�ce.

While expressing gratitude to federal authorities involved in the review, Ocean Era CEO Neil Sims was
critical of the process required to obtain a permit for a single cohort of �sh in a small net pen 40 miles
off the coast of Sarasota, Florida, USA, in the Gulf of Mexico. Ocean Era is based in Kona, Hawaii.

“It has been over four and a half years since we �rst began the permitting for this project, and the staff
in EPA and other Federal agencies have been incredibly persistent, thorough and unswervingly objective
in their analyses, throughout the process,” he said in a press release.  “This one permit is for a single
batch of no more than 20,000 �sh, in one small net pen. That’s about one-tenth the size of a
commercial-scale net pen, and perhaps only 1 percent the scale of a full commercial farm. Permitting
for research, demonstration and development projects should not be this hard.”

(https://www.globalseafood.org)
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Project lead Dennis Peters, who is based in Florida, said the company has remained patient. “One
primary goal for this project is to help educate the community about the reality of offshore aquaculture
– we want them to see, up front, that it’s just �sh in the ocean. And we also want to demonstrate the
potential bene�ts of offshore aquaculture to the �shing and boating communities of Florida. We think
that they will learn to love it!”

(https://events.seafoodfromscotland.org/)

 

Ocean Era reported previous successes with tests conducted in Kona, Hawai`i, and got special
recognition in 2012 as one of TIME Magazine’s 25 Best Inventions of the Year. Sims added that those
projects were popular with the local �shing community and dive-tour operators because they attract a

As its offshore aquaculture project obtains a key permit for a demonstration-scale farm off the coast of
Florida, Ocean Era CEO criticizes permitting process.
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wide range of wild �sh, which like to congregate around the pens.

Sims noted that leading environmental groups are supportive of offshore aquaculture, given proper
siting and operation standards: “This is an opportunity for the U.S. to truly lead. There is increasing
recognition among academics and environmentalists that we need to be growing more of our own
seafood here, in U.S. waters, where we have more control of environmental standards and food safety
oversight. Offshore �sh farming is one of the least impactful means of producing the animal protein
that we need, to feed our planet, while minimizing the impacts of the global climate crisis. It is the
environmentally responsible way forward; this is just one small, �rst step.”

Follow the Advocate on Twitter @GSA_Advocate (https://twitter.com/GSA_Advocate)
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