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2024 marked most challenging sea lice

season in more than a decade for
Norway, report finds
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Norway's salmon farms saw worst sea lice seasonin a
decade in 2024, with infestations 30 percent higher, driven
by ocean warming

Norwegian salmon farms faced one of the most challenging sea lice seasons in more than a decade,
with lice pressure peaking 30 percent higher than in recent years, according to a new industry report.

https://www.globalseafood.org/advocate/2024-marked-most-challenging-sea-lice-season-in-more-than-a-decade-for-norway-rep... 1/4


https://www.globalseafood.org/

2/17/26, 6:32 AM Most challenging sea lice season in more than a decade | GSA

Norwegian salmon farms faced one of the most challenging sea lice seasons in more than a decade,
with lice pressure peaking 30 percent higher than in recent years, according to a new industry report.
Photo by 7Barrym0Qre, via Wikimedia Commons

The Observer Report: Annual Sea Lice Performance (https://manolinagua.com/observer/norway-sea-
lice-performance-report), released by aquaculture data firm Manolin, shows that sea lice infestations
surged to unprecedented levels, with an estimated 31 million more female sea lice than average across
the country.

“Looking back at 2024, it was one of the most difficult sea lice seasons in over the last decade for
Norway, and there isn't a great picture of how challenging the situation was in the water,” said Tony
Chen, CEO of Manolin. “By using our Al-powered platform, our team has produced a truly unique
analysis of Norway's sea lice situation with estimated sea lice pressure and the total number of cages
treated per production area.”

The analysis points to spiking sea temperatures as the main driver of the outbreak. In May 2024,
southern Norway saw early warming, which fueled lice activity in production regions 2 and 3. By
August, the heat had crept north, sending sea temperatures above 15 degrees-C (59 degrees-F) in
northern waters — conditions that accelerated lice reproduction and spread. The result was a prolonged,
intense lice season that strained treatment efforts across nearly all production areas.
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The report also provides estimates of treatment capacity, measured by the number of cages treated per
region. According to Manolin, this offers the first national-level view of how farms responded to shifting
lice pressure and environmental conditions.

From apps to traps, these innovations offer
hope in the battle against sea lice plaguing
aquaculture industry

Apps, traps and vaccines are among the innovative solutions for the costly sea lice
challenge in salmon aquaculture.

@ Global Seafood Alliance

Sea lice, parasitic crustaceans that attach to salmon, are regarded as one of the industry’s most
persistent challenges. They affect fish health, farming productivity and Norway’s multi-billion-dollar
salmon export market.

Manolin said the Observer Report s the first in a quarterly series intended to provide farms, regulators
and analysts with more comprehensive data on industry performance.
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“We strongly believe it's important to use the technology in areas with practical applications,” said
Chen. “This report is one of those examples, which gives the industry a new level of depth into the sea
lice conversation that hasn't previously been available, and it's just the beginning for us.”

Read the full report (https://manolinagua.com/observer/norway-sea-lice-performance-report).
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